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Abstract
International labour migration has been one of the complicated and increasingly important issues that bother most countries nowadays. This paper takes the case of the large and recent influx of Fujian illegal immigrants to the UK to find out its causes and interactive economic effects. 
Based on a review of the literature in the field and an investigation of 50 illegal immigrants, the analytical results of this paper illustrates some complex reasons behind recent China’s illegal immigration; they contains not only international and domestic factors such as the income gaps and employment situations, but also some cross-nations illegal forces such as smuggling of labour force between the home country and the destination country. 
This study found that illegal immigrants from Fujian are mainly young males with lower education; all of them have very strong social network in the UK; all of them paid a huge amount of money to the snakehead for illegal immigration fee, which directly lead a long-term stay for them; all of them keep close connection with their families, 90 percent of earning will be sent back every month. 
This paper concludes six elements of hidden driving forces behind Fujian illegal immigration, namely, economic development gap, immigration chain, international environment, huge profit for the international organised crime organization, globalisation and some significant events.
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1
Introduction
1.1 The main issue
The process of globalisation creates new opportunities for world development and employment, and it also brings challenges and problems such as international labour mobility. There is enough evidence showing that, it is important for a national economy to be an active participator of international trade and investment, in order to grip the new opportunities of the globally integrated markets and resources. Thus, in order to obtain maximum benefits, a group of countries agreed to eliminate tariffs and quotas to sign up free trade agreements (WTO, NAFTA and EFTA) or build up free trade areas (EU, FATT and ASEAN). However, within these agreements, European Union is a unique case that allows the free flow of labour. Despite the fact that labour migration is one of critical issues of the international economy over a long time period, many developed countries have been trying to be blind or avoid the discussion of this issue on the negotiation tables; for example, the US always refuses the free flow of labour within the North American Free Trade Agreement. 
Globalisation is a primary force that is shaping the character and impact of migration. Lower travel costs and information and communication technologies have made migration much more viable, the exchange of money and technology that is a result of migration much easier, and return or circular migration more prevalent (Doyle, 2004). Generally speaking, the global flows of international immigrants can be grouped into labour, family, and refugee types. They may migrate willingly or unwillingly, and may have permanent, temporary, or illegal status.

Undoubtedly, international immigration has different impacts on both home and host countries. For countries of original, international migration would be able to reduce unemployment, contribute to an increase in real wages, supply with significant remittance flows, and lift up living standards. According to the IOM (International Organisation for Migration) estimates, there are about $60 to $100 billion of remittance returning to their home countries. However, it can also bring about losses of highly skilled labours. For countries of destination, international migration tends to have a mixed impact on the economy, particularly on the employment and salaries of non-migrants, and on social transfers. The issue of international migration has thus become an important global concern for a growing number of countries of original, transiting, and destination. No matter how difficult it is, international labour movement is a non-stop trend. Therefore, countries have to face up to this issue, and find some way to tickle it.
1.2 The objectives of the research
Compared with the legal international migration, illegal immigration is a problem of growing scale and importance for many developed countries and has become a topic of increasing interest worldwide in the last 10 years as the consequence of the globalisation and the regional integration. ‘illegal immigrants’ is defined as workers cross the borders into foreign countries without the required authorization, or they initially enter legally but then abuse their residence permit or visa (Agiomirgianakis and Zervoyianni, 2001). A conservative estimates (Skeldon, 2000) reported that there was a stock around 11 million irregular migrants worldwide; there were more than 3.0 million illegal migrants within the EU and about 3.5 and 4.0 million in the USA. According to the Home office  (200x) estimate, there were up to 570,000 illegal immigrants living in the UK. 

Being one of the most advanced countries, the UK has been adopting a free-trade policy and has a great attraction to international labour inflow. However, labour mobility, unlike capital or other factors, has been a problematic issue in terms of international trade, domestic social welfare, and unemployment affaire. The typical examples of the seriousness of the problems may be two incidences occurred on Chinese immigration labour to UK labour market. On a hot summer day in mid-June of 2000, British customs officers found 58 bodies inside a Dutch tomato truck in Dover, all of them had suffocated. Time move to 5 February 2004, twenty-three young Chinese workers drowned in Morecambe Bay, England, after being trapped by the speed of the incoming tide as they picked cockles (an edible mollusc) from the beach. There are two tragic events attracted world’s attentions to the illegal immigration from Fujian (a province locates in the southeast of China), because all of the deceased were migrants from Fujian except one.
By examining and analysing the illegal immigration case from Fujian, China to the UK, the objectives of this study are twofold: (1) to find out the nature of illegal Chinese immigration; (2) to reveal the influential factors and the driving forces behind the phenomenon, and (3) to find out the economic impacts on both sides. 
This paper is organised as the following

2
The Background of the Research

There is more than 10,000 kilometres distance from Fujian province of China to the UK. However, this distance can not stop the illegal immigration from the pace. This section is going to explore the background of both areas. 
2.1 The situation of migration in the UK
Immigration is now on an unprecedented scale. Since the fifth enlargement of European Union in May 2004, the rapid increases in the size of the free movement of labour from Eastern Europe (EU) reach the UK. The expansion of EU has been a catalyst for recent increases in flows of international migration to the UK. Figure 1 below shows that the UK has experienced increasing levels of both inward and outward international migration in recent years. Over the past decade the estimated migration into the country increased from 320,000 in 1997 to 591,000 in 2006.
Figure 1: Total International Migration to/from the UK, 1997-2006
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Source: International migration, Office for National Statistics
The above figure shows a persistent increase in both immigration and emigration in the UK. An estimated 591,000 people arrived to live in the UK for at least a year in 2006. This was slightly more than the previous highest estimate of long-term immigration of 586,000 recorded in 2004. However, the net migration in 2006 was 53,000 lower than the record estimate of 244,000 in 2004. This decline in net migration was due to emigration increasing more than immigration.
Even this number does not include illegal immigrants. About 50,000 illegal entrants are detected every year but nobody knows how many succeed in entering undetected (Migration Watch UK, 2007). 
2.2 The Background of Fujian Province, China
Several factors contribute to the rapidly rising and highly publicizing undocumented Chinese immigration, which are linked to large-scale China’s economic reform and structural changes in the new political economy (Zhou, 2005). With the introduction of economic reforms since 1978, especially the implementation of the household responsibility system in the countryside, huge numbers of rural labours have been freed from farming. More and more labours leave their land to find high-wage jobs in the cities. In the context of this environment, the labours from Fujian province also choose to find jobs in the cities, but they prefer to find jobs in the overseas developed countries, and the most are by illegal way. 
Fujian province, which located in the south-east coast region of China, had a population of 35.35 million in the year 2005. Emigration towards to rich countries is not new to the people in Fujian. In fact, historically Fujian was one of the major migrant-original provinces in China. Indeed, the coastal areas of Fujian on illegal immigration activities appeared as early as the 1940s. The major route at that time was so-called ‘Jump Ship’ to Southeast Asian countries. As a result, a full 80 percent of all Chinese in the Philippines and 55 percent of the Chinese in Indonesia are of Fujian origin (Zhu, 1990). 
One of the classic questions in the migration literature is whether migrants move in order to escape poverty. This is clearly not the case in Fujian province as it is not the poorest province in China. Quite the contrary, it is one of the coastal provinces that experienced the most rapid growth during the recent decades since the late 1970s. For example, the rural household per capita income of Fujian province was ranked the ninth out of all 31 regions in 2005 (China Statistical Yearbook, 2006). These data indicate that in contrast to other provinces in China, Fujian has enjoyed a particular advantage in the process of transition to a market-oriented economy. However, why people would like taking huge risks to go abroad rather than finding a job at home? Moreover, illegal migrants pay large sums to the traffickers. Chinese migrants pay up to £20,000 per capita to migrate to the UK. Thus, it is getting important to find out the hidden driving forces behind illegal immigrants, and their further influences on the UK’s and China’s economy.

3
Literature Review

Economic theory considers international migration a universal socio-economic phenomenon with a long history, a process that reduces supply-demand imbalances in the labour markets and income disparities among countries, and promotes economic growth (Fakiolas, 2004). Zimmermann (1995) regarded the behaviour of immigration as one of the most important issues in the contemporary global economy. It is estimated that over 140 million people now live in a country where they were not born (United Nations, 2002). There already exist a number of researches on the impact of international migration flows on economic, social, institutional and environmental ingredients for both home and host countries. As a result, Borjas (1999) thought the questions of labour flows across labour market have been at the core of labour market economics research for many years. 

3.1 The economic impact of illegal immigration on host country
The literature on illegal immigration is much less widespread. The reason is that information on illegal immigrants is much more difficult to obtain, and hence one does not know the extent of skill composition of illegal immigrants, the wages paid to them relative to those of legal immigrants, and the sectors in which they are employed (Sarris and Zografakis, 1999). Jahn and Straubhaar (1995) in their survey point out that most empirical analyses are of the simulation type, precisely because of this lack of data. 
Theoretically, the economic impact of an influx of illegal immigrants should not be different from that of legal immigrants after accounting for the wage differences due to illegality. Specific issues relevant to illegal immigrants include the impact of stronger regulation and enforcement (Ethier, 1986), and the expansion of sectors that tend to employ immigrants (typically those operating in the informal or underground economy) at the expense of the formal sectors (Loayza, 1994). The theoretical effects of illegal immigration on the host country depend on the skill composition and sectors of employment, items on which there is little empirical information. 
Chiswick (1988) has surveyed the various policies toward illegal immigration followed by the United States over the years. Chiswick describes the “dilemma” of US immigration policy, whereby while low-skilled foreign immigrants can have benefits for the local economy, they might create social problems by staying long, bringing families and different social values, and exploiting domestic social services. Guest worker programs tend to create “second class citizens” with adverse social consequences, as the experiences of both the United States and Europe amply manifest. 
The impact of illegal immigration on wages and employment of nationals has received little attention. The empirical study of Bean et al. (1987) in United States finds that that illegal Mexicans have only a small impact on the wages of other workers. Tapinos and de Rugy (1994) also point out that the reason for the slight effects may be that illegal immigrants do not compete much with nationals, as they take up jobs in inferior and hence complementary labour markets.
3.2 The influencing factors of China’s illegal immigration
In the 1990s, thousands of Chinese illegal immigrants have made their way to developed countries in the West after several months of voyage, enduring tremendous hardship and financial risk (Wang, 2001). There are macro- and micro-causal factors that influence this international illegal migration. The macro factors contain historical, economic, and social aspects, whereas the micro factor includes some situational aspects that happened in specifically period. 

Historical factors
Historically, Chinese overseas migration can be traced back several centuries ago. At that time, most immigrants were from the Guangdong (Canton) Province and a small portion from Fujian Province. Many of the early immigrants sailed for Southeast Asian countries. During those days, immigrants’ passage was purchased by their employers who then used their labour to repay the debt. This kind of migration was not considered illegal in the sense that there were no specific regulations to prohibit such labour practices in China or other countries. This massive Chinese emigration has significantly changed the demography of many Southeast Asian countries (Poston et al., 1994). For example, a full 80 percent of all Chinese in the Philippines and 55 percent of the Chinese in Indonesia are of Fujian origin (Zhu, 1990).

Today the majority of the illegal immigrants come from Fujian Province and only a few from the Guangdong Province. The figure 2 shows that about three quarters of emigrants are from Fuzhou area (which contains Changle, Fuqing, Liangjiang and Mawei counties, a hilly costal region opposite Taiwan) of Fujian province. Almost 99 percent of those illegal immigrants are from these counties. The people in the region are well known for their hard work and adventures in seeking better fortune (Wang, 2001).
As a historical tradition in the region, a family feels very proud and is respected if one of the sons can send back from overseas a large sum of money to help build a new house and sponsor a village banquet (Wang, 2001). Thus, for the past two centuries, an individual who immigrates to other countries carries with him a whole family’s hope for a better future. Such a hope still exists in those areas in Fujian province. It is generally believed by the local people that those who go abroad do better than do those who stay at home.
Figure 2: Distribution of emigrants by county, Fujian, 2000
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Economic factors
Many of the illegal immigrants are young farmers and fishermen from mountainous villages along the southern coast of the Fujian Province. In those areas, cultivated land is so scarce that most families have only a fraction of an acre to farm. At the same time, the farmers also have to suffer from bad weather (typhoon comes very often in summer), inflation, arbitrary levies (the agricultural tax has just been cancelled in 2007), and corruption. An old farmer has said: “if we rely on the land to survive, that many people will starve to death.” 

Since 1991, the growth rate of China’s economy is at an astounding 10 percent per year. The booming economy stimulated by the economic reform in the area provides many opportunities for those young educated people who have job skills and consequent earning power (Wang, 2001). On the other hand, young farmers or fishermen who have less education or job skills or no money from abroad frequently find themselves at a disadvantage to compete. Even worse is China’s domestic surplus labour inflow making Fujian labour less competitive. As result, many of those who feel disadvantaged in competition would like to choose an illegal means to realize their life. 
Social factors
As the economic reform in China deepens, especially along the coastal regions, it unavoidably undermines the regulatory and integrative functions of certain social institutions (police and village government). As these institutions become less functional, people may suddenly find themselves in a situation in which many new opportunities exist because of the loosening of social controls formerly exercised by these social institutions (Wang, 2001). 
1) First, local governments do not now have the type of tight control over the population that they had formerly. No one has to report if a farmer or fisherman disappears from his village or a worker resigns from his factory job. 

2) Second, border controls have been loosened to a great extent due to the more liberal policies toward Hong Kong, Macau, and Taiwan. Individual trips both in and out have become easier, requiring less official permission. 

3) Third, the economic boom promotes privatization. Private boats that used to be rare are now owned by many farmers or fishermen, presenting a greater chance of mobility at some off-coast islands that have been heavily used as transit points for smuggling. 

4) Finally, the economic reform, unfortunately, has also resulted in growing corruption among local police and government officials. Passports and exit documents can be bought at a price. The new situation has also led to an emergence of Mafia-style criminal syndicates that have contacts in Taiwan, Hong Kong, and Chinatowns in the United States (Booth, 1991).

Situational factors
Some situational factors have also played a role in the new surge of illegal Chinese immigration. Situational factors mean that some social events act as catalysts, triggering the overall condition to change in the context of the micro factors (Wang, 2001).
Some western countries have the asylum policy which allows any alien to apply for asylum if his or her life or freedom would be threatened on account of race, religion, nationality, membership in a particular social group, or political opinion, such as the UK and US. According to the policy, Chinese citizens who arrive in these countries, no matter legal or illegal, can apply for political asylum by some reasons. A popular reason is that they are on the opposition to the family planning policy that started in China in 1979 which allows only one child per family. A great number of Chinese immigrants follow this reason and claim that they would face persecution if they were deported. In 1990s, quite a lot illegal immigrants would like to be the supporters of ‘Tiananmen incident’ in 1989 and then applied for the asylum identity. ‘Falun Gong’ which was declared as an illegal cult by the Chinese government is used frequently to apply for asylum by illegal immigrants as well. 
4
Methodology
4.1 Data collection method
Unlike other Chinese immigrants, illegal immigrants from Fujian are undocumented, which raises particular challenges for studies of international migration. From the perspective of destination countries, data on undocumented migrants are often difficult to obtain. Due to the difficulty and sensitivity involved in obtaining the data regarding the topic, the majority of the information provided in this research comes from the personal interviews with illegal Chinese immigrants working in Chinese restaurants or house decoration in the UK. 
This research is designed to investigate the hidden driving forces behind Fujian illegal immigrants, and their impacts on economy and society. It may well be that the lack of previous research on illegal immigrations. This absence is largely due to the methodological difficulties researchers confront in researching illegal workers in non-compliance sectors. The problems faced include access to such workers, appropriate methods of collecting data in such circumstances, and worker concerns about confidentiality. Thus, for the research purpose, random sampling is inappropriate. The data need to focus on the workers who came into the UK by illegal way (some legal Chinese workers also took the illegal way to immigrate). 

There are two major methods of data collection: Primary data, which is the direct collection of data by the researcher, and secondary data, which involves data gathering from other authors and researchers (Kotler & Armstrong, 2004). On this study, these two methods of data collection are all necessary. In the first stage of the research, it is the only way to collect data by interviewing and questionnaire. My place of birth, which is most illegal immigrants from, has given me tremendous advantages on data collection. When making the process of interview, the same dialect and accent would help to reduce the wariness of illegal immigrants.
In this research, face-to-face interviews are mainly used on the illegal immigrants who are working in London, and telephone interviews are largely applied on those who are working in the remote area.

4.2 Descriptive Statistical Analysis
After the data collection, the following work is using SPSS 14.0 to do some statistical data analysis. Descriptive statistics is a method of statistical analysis of numeric data, discrete or continuous, that provides information about centring, spread, and normality (Saunders et al, 2007). Data on illegal immigrants from various independent sources are used to develop a statistical analysis to describe this type of data. On the basis of this model, data were simulated with means, standard deviations and sample sizes

The mean is a particularly informative measure of the “central tendency” of the variable if it is reported along with its confidence intervals. The standard deviation is the most common measure of statistical dispersion, measuring how widely spread the values in a data set is. If many data points are close to the mean, then the standard deviation is small; if many data points are far from the mean, then the standard deviation is large.
5 Analytical Results and Initial Finding
5.1 Socio-Demographic profile of illegal immigrants
Table 1 summarizes the results of several important socio-demographic characteristics of illegal immigrants from Fujian. In general, the proportion of males in illegal immigrants is seventy-six percent, which is much higher than female. The age of illegal immigrant tends to younger people: the percentage of respondents between the age of 19 and 35 is 70 percent. Although there is no respondent younger than 18, two illegal immigrants (one has got British Refugee Passport) said they left home when they were 17 years old. Nearly 80 percent of respondents are married. Most of them got married in China and have left one or more babies to their parents. 98 percent of respondents are agricultural household status shows that most of illegal immigrants are from rural areas of Fujian. Finally, all of these respondents have family members at hometown. The data of family size shows that 86 percent of illegal immigrants’ family have about four to seven people. Clearly, these data reflect that illegal immigrants from Fujian represent a lower level of the socio-economic stratum in China. 
Table 1: Socio-demographic characteristics of illegal immigrants, Fujian
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Gender
	Female
	12
	24.0

	
	Male
	38
	76.0

	
	
	
	

	Age
	0-18
	0
	0

	
	19-25
	14
	28.0

	
	26-35
	21
	42.0

	
	36-45
	12
	24.0

	
	46 and older
	3
	6.0

	
	
	
	

	Marriage
	Yes
	39
	78.0

	
	No
	11
	22.0

	
	
	
	

	Education
	No formal education
	1
	2.0

	
	Elementary school
	14
	28.0

	
	Junior high school
	24
	48.0

	
	Senior high school
	9
	18.0

	
	College and above
	2
	4.0

	
	
	
	

	Household Status
	Non-agricultural
	1
	2.0

	
	Agricultural
	49
	98.0

	
	
	
	

	Family Size
	0-3 people
	4
	8.0

	
	4-5 people
	33
	66.0

	
	6-7 people
	10
	20.0

	
	8 and more people
	3
	6.0


In China’s traditional custom, it is a very important responsibility for people to have next generation. This custom manifests more obviously in Fujian rural areas. During the process of interviewing, some young male respondents said that they just got married before they came out. Most of married illegal immigrants have left behind children at home, and some of them born children in the UK. Thus, the majority of illegal immigrants are the main income sources in their family. They must sent money back to take care of the older (parents) and the younger (children). As far as education is concerned, almost half of the illegal immigrants from Fujian had only completed junior high school, and more than one quarter had just an elementary school education. In fact, as illegal immigration became more prevalent over time in Fujian province, emigration became much more accessible to the average Fujianese – so much so that one did not have to possess a prestigious occupation or a high level of education in order to make the trip (Liang and Morooka, 2004). 
Table 2: Statistical result of characteristics of illegal immigrants
[image: image3.wmf]Descriptive Statistics

50

.76

.431

50

3.08

.877

50

2.94

.843

50

.78

.418

50

.98

.141

50

2.24

.687

50

Gender

Age

Education

Marriage

Household Status

Family Size

Valid N (listwise)

N

Mean

Std. Deviation


The statistical result in table 2 shows the value of mean and standard deviation of the characteristics of illegal immigrants from Fujian, China. The results also implicate that most illegal immigrants are male, young, lower education and from rural area in China. 
5.2 The social factors of illegal immigrants
It is impressive that more than three quarters of respondents said that they would still choose the UK to immigrate, if they could make decision again. Japan holding a very strict immigration policy is the main reason that people are scared to go. An illegal immigrant told his story to me that he spent about ￡13,000 to go to Japan by illegal way, but he was caught and sent back to China within 3 months just because he spoke dialect on the phone. Some respondents also have this similar experience in Japan. Thus, fewer illegal immigrants want to take high risk of sending back to go to Japan now. Compared with Japan, the US has its advantage on absorbing immigrants (illegal immigrants are able to get a legal identity by some legal ways), but the cost of illegal immigration is not everyone can afford, up to ￡36,000. 
The interview finds out that the UK has three comparative advantages that attract Fujian illegal immigrants. Firstly, the British policy towards refugees is liberal that quite a lot illegal immigrants would like to apply for a so-called ‘refugee identity’. When they become refugees in the UK, the chance of expelling them is very low. Secondly, the cost of illegal immigration to the UK is correspondingly moderate. Table 3 shows that seventy-eight percent of respondents paid the immigration fee between ￡10,000 and ￡15,000. Thirdly, the respondents who has worked in Germany or France all admitted that the salary in the UK is much higher than those two. Therefore, although the cost of illegal immigration goes up from ￡10,000 in 2000 to ￡20,000 in 2007, illegal immigrants to the UK remains unabated enthusiasm. 
Table 3: The social factors of illegal immigrants in the UK
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Preferred country
	UK
	38
	76

	
	US
	7
	14

	
	Japan
	3
	6

	
	Germany
	0
	0

	
	France
	0
	0

	
	Other
	2
	4

	
	
	
	

	Immigration cost
	0-150
	0
	0

	(1,000 RMB)
	151-200
	17
	34

	
	201-250
	22
	44

	
	251-300
	8
	16

	
	301 and more
	3
	6

	
	
	
	

	Relative
	Yes
	50
	100

	
	No
	0
	0

	
	
	
	

	Level of relationship
	Conjugal and nuclear family
	28
	56

	
	Extended family
	22
	44

	
	
	
	

	Stay period
	0-3 years
	0
	0

	
	4-5 years
	10
	20

	
	6-8 years
	27
	54

	
	9-11 years
	8
	16

	
	12 year and more or permanent resident
	5
	10


(￡1 = RMB15)
The questionnaire also investigates the social network among these illegal immigrants in the UK. It is surprising that all of them have close relatives. More than fifty percent of them are in the conjugal and nuclear family. It is precisely because of this close relationship, so that they help each other, for example, provide accommodation and job information. These people are all from the same coastal area in the Fujian province, and they speak a special Fuzhou dialect that nobody could understand except the local people. Thus, even Chinese people is hard to join into this social network that formed by Fujian illegal immigrants. 
This social network also helps them to stay in the UK for a long time. The result of investigation in the table3 shows that the Fujian illegal immigrants at least stay in the UK for four years. There is a very popular sentence among illegal immigrants: ‘Three years for debt, three years for house, and three years for pension’. When illegal immigrants reach the destination, they need to pay a lot of money to the snakeheads to get them free. Usually, their families are not able to afford such expensive immigration fee. Thus, all illegal immigrants need to work for repaying the debt at the beginning years (usually is three years). When they pay off the debt, they would like to build a luxury housing to prove their achievements. This also asks them to work hard in the foreign countries for another three years. Upon the completion of these two major events, they will work for reserving some money for their second half life. Generally, illegal immigrants work nine years later, their body health are very poor. At this time, most of them will think about returning to their hometown to enjoy they life. Very few Fujian illegal immigrants are willing to stay abroad forever, but the vast majority want to return to their hometown to endowment. These social factors determine the Fujian illegal immigrants to continue in the long-term overseas.
Table 4: Statistical Results of social factors
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Although the mean value of preferred country which is 1.46 indicates the UK is the most popular country to immigrate, the limitation is all these illegal immigrants are in the UK. Generally speaking, illegal immigrants do not have second chance to immigrate to another developed country (because of high immigration fee). Therefore, their view of the UK can reflect that they have quite a good impression on the UK and they are satisfied by what they have got here. Table 4 also shows a extremely high cost of illegal immigration (2.94 means £160,000), a strong social network (everyone has close relationship), and a long-term stay for Fujian illegal immigrants.
5.3 The direct economic factors of illegal immigrants
It is not surprised that most of illegal immigrants have lower income in their home country. More than 80 percent respondents said they were not able to earn 1,500 yuan (less than 100 pounds) per month in China. Due to the labour surplus in China, the domestic labour migration is very serious as well. Lots of labours come to the coastal areas to find a comparative higher pay work (compared to the coastal area, 1,500 yuan per month is very high income), which bring about a fierce competition in local unskilled labour market. Fujian province also has very large external labour inflow. An illegal immigrant said: ‘it is getting hard to find a job at home now. Foreign workers are more willing to do low-wage work. If a local man is willing to do hard labour at lower pay at home, he will be despised by many people.’ Many female illegal immigrants even do not have any income at home. Thus, when they can make money abroad to support families, they feel higher sense of accomplishment than the male. 
Table 5: The economic factors of illegal immigrants
	Variables
	Frequency
	Percent (%)

	Earning per month in China (RMB)
	0-1,000
	31
	62

	
	1,001-1,500
	10
	20

	
	1,501-2,000
	6
	12

	
	2,001-2,500
	2
	4

	
	More than 2,501
	1
	2

	
	
	
	

	Earning per month in the UK (RMB)
	0-9,000
	2
	4

	
	9,001-12,000
	6
	12

	
	12,001-15,000
	10
	20

	
	15,001-20,000
	28
	56

	
	More than 20,001
	4
	8

	
	
	
	

	Proportion of remittance (%)
	0-30
	5
	10

	
	31-50
	1
	2

	
	51-70
	2
	4

	
	71-90
	24
	48

	
	91 and more
	18
	36


(£1 = RMB 15)
The illegal immigrants’ monthly incomes are usually higher than their yearly incomes at hometown. The data shows 64 percent of them are able to earn £1,000 per month. Although these people were all unskilled people in both China and Britain, they became skilled labour after they worked several years in the Chinese restaurants. Through the survey found that new immigrants had lower wages than the old. It is very common that employers just pay about £150 per week to get a new illegal immigrant to work for 7 days. It seems that they are being exploited people. However, a boss of Chinese restaurant told that a specialized work can equal to 2 or 3 novices. If he can find a specialized work, he would not employ a fresh man. Most illegal immigrants who have been in the UK for about 3 years are able to earn £250 - £300 per week. This is another reason why illegal immigrants stay such a long period in foreign countries. As long as their health permits, they rarely think about a matter for home. Because if they return to their hometown, where are rural and less developed, they are not able to earning such money any more. Therefore, the opportunity cost of their returning is getting bigger. There is one of my relatives who work as illegal worker in Japan for 15 years, but he still wants to stay there just because he fears to come back. 
The Fujian illegal immigrants are also famous for their thrift and economy. A very high rate of 84 percent of illegal immigrants sent back around 90 percent of their earning. A respondent explained his weekly expenditure in detail that £21 for accommodation, £10 for weekly bus ticket, and about £5 for mobile. He nearly paid nothing for the food, because he ate in the restaurant where he worked everyday. Most of them have the similar life, daily life for them has only two points, one for residential areas and another for work places. The Chinese restaurants out of London would provide accommodation to them (mostly they live on the upstairs of restaurant). This will help them to save the accommodation and traffic fees. Another important reason for sending remittance is that illegal immigrant can not apply for a bank account. Therefore, those illegal immigrants always sent money back every month. It is estimated that a family which has one illegal immigrant abroad will received about 180,000 RMB per year. There is no doubt that this amount of money will greatly improve the living standards of the family. 
Table 6: Statistical results of direct economic factors
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Table 6 shows that the mean of earning per month in China is 1.64 (which is about 1,300 RMB), and the mean of earning per month in the UK is 3.52 (which is about 18,000 RMB). The ratio of them which is 1:14 is one of the main reasons that these illegal immigrants choose the UK as the destination.
5.4 Interpretation of Findings
Reasons of illegal immigration
The coastal areas of Fujian illegal emigrations in China in recent years become a high incidence area have complex reasons. It contains not only international and domestic factors, but also with the illegal smuggling of outflow and destination of the social environment have close relations. 
There are several reasons that illegal Chinese immigrants are ideal candidates for the small businesses in major Chinatowns overseas. First, they have no work permits so they cannot bargain over wages. Second, they speak the same dialects (Fujianese or Cantonese) as their employers and are thus easy to control. Third, as new arrivals, they know little about their work rights, such as minimum wage and medical insurance. Finally, they cannot report any exploitation to the authorities owing to their illegal status (Wang, 2001). Judging from the structure, the causes of illegal immigration can be roughly divided into three categories. 
Firstly, the impacts of social environment, including the successful cases of around friends or relatives’ illegal immigration, the leading of public opinion and social trends, the pressure of domestic employment, the affluent life after the successful return of illegal immigrants and respected by the community reaction, local history and culture, and so on. 
Secondly, the impacts of international community environment, namely, the internationalization of smuggling organisations, the attraction of economic globalisation on labour flows, during the development of the different countries on different types of differences in the demand for labour, the attractive on the different illegal immigration policies.
Thirdly, the impacts of illegal immigrants’ own factors. On the pursuit of wealth and a better life triggered them to pursue lifestyle and objectives of the blind and lost. Their own families’ economic problems, their impulse attitude to see the world, and their own knowledge and technology issues all influence the behaviours of illegal immigrants.
Hidden driving forces behind illegal immigration
By analysing the facts of the coastal areas of Fujian on illegal immigration activities and linking the international situation, the main driving forces can be divided into the following six elements:
1)
International economic development gap directly caused illegal immigration from Fujian towards foreign developed countries. According to Huang (2002), a researcher of social science, the worse of international income gap is the main reason of illegal immigrations. It is the underlying trend that labours in low-income areas flow to high-income areas in current world. Huang (2002) thought that, in nowadays China, revenue more than the difference in 1:1.5 would cause cross-enterprise labour mobility; more than 1:2, would make the trans-regional flow of labour; more than 1:10, would promote cross-border movement of labour. Actually, Fujian people who are willing to immigrate to foreign countries are basically monthly income of less than 500 yuan in low-income residents, and most of them are farmers without formal career. If they try to enter the United States, a month can earn more than 1,000 US dollars, about equivalent to more than 10,000 yuan which is 20 times more than domestic revenue. Similarly, if they try to go into Britain, a month can earn about 800 – 1,000 pounds, about equivalent to more than 12,000 yuan. Compared to domestic revenue, the difference is more than 1:20 as well. 
2)
History, immigration chain, the conception and connivance of people in coastal areas are all important reasons causing illegal immigration activities despite repeated prohibition. 
Since ancient times, Fujian coastal people had the tradition o f trading overseas and making a living on the sea. By the 1920s, the route which embarked from Fuzhou has been extended to Japan, Korea, Vladivostok, Southeast Asia and even Australia. Due to the historical reasons, these places all have the Fujian immigration chain with strong hometown colour. The existence of such immigration chain is not only a culture, but also a driving force that is still exerting influences on illegal immigrants at present.
In recent years, in the coastal areas of Fujian, a successful illegal immigrant would have enormous demonstration effects on his/her relatives, friends and neighbours. This phenomenon always brings a group of people to replicate. For example, people in Changle, a county in Fujian province, preferred to immigrate to the United States. Firstly there was a group of success, followed by hundreds of people, and then formed a well-known United States’ ‘Changlebang’. The similar activities also happened in Britain, these Fujian illegal immigrants have built up their own community. They are not only to help the later coming people to find jobs and accommodation, but also to continue tempting more hometown people to come. In a word, the role of immigration chain plays an important effect in the process of Fujian coastal illegal immigration. 
Some foreign scholars believe that the coastal areas of Fujian could not effectively curb the smuggling because of poverty, longing for freedom or suppression of human rights. However, the fact is different. The majority of illegal immigrants are low educated, and they do not highly desire human rights and freedoms and so on others spiritual demands.
The fundamental problem is that the conception of illegal immigration may be hard to change. In those serious illegal immigration areas (for example, Changle, Fuqing and Liangjiang), outsiders used to describe smuggling organisers of bad word ‘snakeheads’ in the eyes of the public do not have any pejorative meaning. People are not resented to the snakeheads, and no one regard them as bad guys as well. On the contrary, people produce a special gratitude to them. In the view of local people, snakeheads are the men who can help them to fulfil their hope. 

3)
All countries in the world to punish acts of smuggling, and other illegal immigrants legal inconsistencies and weakened, the so-called humanitarian and political factors induced by the smuggling activity of Fujianese.

In term of worldwide countries’ law, before the 1990s, few countries will severely punish illegal immigrants into the legal context, particularly in some developed countries is ignored, and even the law has also taken the initiative to create conditions for illegal immigrants. For example, in the United States, in 1986 the Immigration Reform and Control Act, and in 1989, in 1990 the Bush administration issued an order not only to a large number of illegal Fujian immigrants legitimate right of abode, but also to the relatives of these illegal immigrants to become legal immigrants.
In 1996 the immigration bill while the United States has increased efforts to crack down on illegal immigration, and also for the abolition of all illegal immigrants welfare, but the law is still no clear provisions to punish illegal immigrants, and the politicization of its legal and humanitarian factors as the incentive for illegal immigration.

4)
Another reason that can not effectively restrain illegal immigration activities is international sneak crossing group in collusion with the international organised crime organization make the illegal immigration activity even more internationalization and systematisation. At present, the international illegal immigration is not just limited to poor countries from the south northward flow, but also from east to west, from the relatively developed countries to the most developed countries. Unfortunately, the global spread of human smuggling network has provided a guarantee for the past 10 years’ large-scale population movements and illegal immigration. 
According to a conservative estimate from the International Organization for Migration (IOM) in 2000, there are about 150 million migrants in the current world every year, of which there are more than 30 million are illegal immigrants. The international crime organization therefore may obtain every year surpasses 10 billion US dollars income, which might equal or higher to the smuggling narcotics. For example, international criminal organizations operating China’s population smuggling or illegal immigration activities would make annual profit 3 billion US dollars over. The reports of ‘Dover incident’ show there are about seven to ten international snakeheads’ groups and organisations that currently control the illegal immigration channels between China and the United Kingdom. 
5) The fact of the impediment of international legal immigration channels also induced the influx of illegal immigrants. In the proceeding of economic globalisation, the globalisation of capital flow inevitably requests for the global mobility of workforce, which in itself is with the foreword social economy rule. However, as the reasons of national interests and security of the selfishness, when most countries encourage and facilitate the globalisation of capital flow, they artificial restricted the free flow of labour. Therefore, these conflicts also leave the survival and developmental space for the illegal immigration in varying degrees.

Despite the Free Trade Agreement and the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) agreements to break the tariff barriers in the world, but on the issue of free movement of the population has never been seriously considered. For example, in the North American Free Trade Agreement negotiations, the Mexican government hoped to include the issue of labour to the United States free trade agreements, but the U.S. government refused. However, people desire to move to the higher wages, more opportunities and better living place. They have been using their own action through the illegal immigration, for the purpose by risking danger in desperation. 
6)
The international politically and economically significant events are also the major factor that influences the illegal immigration activities. For examples, from 1989 to 1991, the changes of international communist movement provided a good opportunity to China’s Fujian migrants to immigrate to Europe and the United States; from 1992 to 2001, the American new economy development also attracted global illegal immigration incentives. Undoubtedly, ‘9.11’ incident was a major event in the process of international migration. Because of the ‘9.11’ incident, the US’s strict visa system and the expulsion of Arab illegal immigrants caused extremely scarce labour in small economic entities and underground economies need, which has provided new employment space and motivation for China’s illegal immigrants. 
6
Conclusions and Policy Remarks
In the unstoppable process of globalisation, labour migration has been a complicated issue that bothers most countries. This research takes an example of the large and recent influx of Fujian illegal immigrants to the UK. Based on a personal interviews survey in both the home country and the host country and a quantitative analysis, this paper, as a phase-report of a two-stage research project
, provides some basic natures and hidden driving force of Fujian’s illegal immigrants to the UK.
The section of literature review explained the theoretical impacts of international migration on both home and host countries. The literature review on the Chinese illegal immigration explained its influential factors from historical factors, economic factors, social factors, and situational factors. In a word, today’s Fujian illegal immigration is mainly caused by the combination of these factors.
The third section of this research discussed the methodology used in the execution of this research. Due to the difficulty and sensitivity involved in obtaining the data regarding the topic, personal interview is the only one way to collect the data. 
By analysing the result, this paper found that illegal immigrants from Fujian are as the following: 

1. Most of them are young males with lower education; 
2. All of them have very strong social network in the UK; 
3. All of them paid a huge amount of money to the snakehead for illegal immigration fee, which directly lead a long-term stay for them; 
4. All of them keep close connection with their families, 90 percent of earning will be sent back every month. 
There are very complex reasons behind recent China’s illegal immigration. It contains not only international and domestic factors, but also with the illegal smuggling of outflow and destination of the social environment have close relations. This paper concludes six elements of hidden driving forces behind Fujian illegal immigration, namely, economic development gap, immigration chain, international environment, huge profit for the international organised crime organization, globalisation and some significant events. 
Based on the above conclusive points, two insights can be derived for policy making considerations: 
1) The conventional view believes that reduce illegal immigrants result an improvement of employment situation in the host country, this is however not always true. In the case under the current study, it is found that stopping Chinese illegal workers work would not improve the local employment to a large extent, since most Fujian illegal immigrants work in the Chinese restaurants, which cannot be easily substituted by those who have not expertise in Chinese cook.  In terms of the host country’s tax revenue, neither illegal immigrates nor asylum seekers can make contribution unless they can gain a legal position in the society,  an illegal worker is willing but not allowed to pay tax, and a asylum seeker is not able to pay as he/she has no income.
2) The current status of political asylum in the UK is more political related issues, such as family plan policy and the Falun Gong policy; and so far the status have been misused as a valid and effective excuse. In this circumstance, the illegal immigrates from political asylum seeking becomes a dead-loop. Thus, it is impossible to solve this problem without the cooperation between related two governments, even among the international community.
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