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China: a different type of superpower? 

― Dialogue with Top China Scholars  

 Is China on track to become a superpower? What would that mean for the rest of the world? 

In his 2011 book “China: 2020: A New Type of Superpower”, Professsor Hu Angang of Tsinghua 

University approaches these questions through analysis of three major dimensions of China’s 

rise: its overall economic and social development; advances in education, science, and 

technology (including alternative energy); and the likely complications posed by resource 

scarcity, environmental degradation, and climate change. 

Best seller book writer Martin Jacques in his recent talk in Singapore on Why China Will Be a 

Very Different Kind of Great Power points out that both the West and China consider their 

lifestyle universal and a model for the rest of the world. However, Martin argues that we 

should not expect China to behave in the same fashion as the US does if China eventually rises 

to a superpower status. Martin tries to convince his audiane by looking at historical factors 

that might play an import role in predicting China’s behavour as a superpower. 

Professor Peter Nolan of Cambridge University was often considered by western media as one 

of the few westerners who can look at the global business landscape from the Chinese 

perspective. In his thought-provoking book, “Is China Buying the World?” Peter argues that 

since Chinese firms only have a negligible presence in the western economies, “We are inside 

China but China is not inside us." Will China ever reach to a superpower status? Let us hear 

what Peter will have to say in this dialogue. 

As a pioneer in the study of the Chinese economic reform, Professor Gary Jefferson of 

Brandeis University was famously involved in a debate in late 1980s concerning whether 

China’s early success in its reform signals an alternative model of economic development. Gary 

was also among the first to discuss China’s scientific take-offs in his fruitful studies of large 

Chinese firm panels. What kind of superpower will China become? Gary may give us different 

answers. 

John Ross is Senior Fellow of Chongyang Institute for Financial Studies, Renmin University of 

China. From 2000 to 2008 he was Director of Economic and Business Policy in the 

administration of the Mayor of London, a post equivalent to the current position of Deputy 

Mayor. John is known as an advocate of China’s model of economic development. What can 

other countries learn from the Chinese experience? Will China’s superpower status be beneficial for the 

developing world as a whole? John’s opinion might be interesting to most of us. 


